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Umetco Minerals Corporation 

~j 13/47TH STREET PO BOX 66 • NIAGARA FALLS NEW YORK 14302 

Th~am~ Mr. F. V. McMillen Date October 14, 
Umetco M1nerals Corporat1on 

D1v1s1on Danbury, CT Or1g1nat1ng Dept 

Location Area 

Area Answer1ng Letter Date 

Subject 

copy to Messrs: 
Env1 ronmenta l Issues 
Niagara Falls, NY 

J. F. Frost 
T. J. Kagetsu 
D. G. Millenbruch 

Dear Frank: 

I keep hoping that in one of these letters I can write that everything is 
complete. At th1s time all I can tell you 1s that we are almost there. 
Highl1ghts for the past month are: 

1. Removal of asbestos from the Globar freight elevator was 
completed on October 8, 1986. Sampling was conducted 1nside the elevator for 
six (6) hours on October 9. Fiber count was .005 per cc or less which is as 
low as can be recorded. A second sampl1ng is scheduled 1n approx1mately 
30-days. If that test shows no fibers present I w1ll approve final payment to 
Niagara Insulation and U. S. Vanad1um will s1gn off at that t1me. 

2. Samples that contain pr1ority pollutant metals have been dumped 
into ten (10) 55-gallon drums. The contents of each drum has been sampled and 
categorized. Presently we are 1n contact with SCA hazardous waste disposers 
who at the completion of the paper work and other red tape w1ll remove the 
drums from the property. Also 1ncluded for disposal are a couple of dozen 
samples or organ1c chemicals that must be handled specially. 

The empty sample cans and numerous full cans contain1ng non­
hazardous mater1al were disposed of last week. As you recall, radioactive 
samples were sent to Barnwell on September 19th. Depending on SCA 1 s schedule, 
the last of the samples should be removed from the property before the end of 
October. 

3. The retrofilled transformers were sampled October 5, 1986. The 
results have not been reported to U. S. Vanadium at th1s time. One trans­
former, No. 143, was not at temperature and may have to be resampled. Trans­
former No. 22 1s not in use (a backup for furnace operations) therefore it has 
not had 60 days operation requ1red for sampling. I have a tentative agreement 
with U. S. Vanadium that this will not holdup s1gning off on the PCB 1ssue. 
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4. I have written s1x (6) letters requesting sign off by U. S. 
Vanadium. These are: 

(1) "Super Sucker Dust", (2) Plant Build1ng Rad1oact1v1ty 
Decontaminat1on, (3) Pond (Lake Linde) Remedial Action, (4) Chrome Ox1de, 
(5) H1gh Antimony Tungsten, and (6) Yard Area Radiation and Surface Sampling. 
Although I have not received the signed letters as yet I understand that the 
first three have been signed and the last three will be s1gned next week when 
Craig Wentzel meets with Rich Miller 1n Hot Spr1ngs. 

5. U. S. Vanadium has had to remove a leak1ng gasol1ne storage 
tank. Contaminated so1l was removed and is being sampled today to determine 
1f the last traces of gasoline have evaporated. Th1s 1tem (Exh1bit E-3-K) 
appears to be ongo1ng and would not requ1re a s1gn off. 

I am enclos1ng an update of the status of all the environmental issues. 

/mau 
Enclosure 

Regards, 

~ 
D. J. Hansen 
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10/14/86 

PROJECT 

1.0 Hal1de Scrubber 

1.1 Install Ventur1 Scrubber 
1.2 Install Trough to collect 

heels from returned cylinders 
1.3 Enclose trough and 

1nstall a fume collect1on system 

2.0 Asbestos Removal 

Elevator shaft, Bldg. 111, 
storage room, boiler rooms 
(N1acet), six (6) p1pes runn1ng 
800 1 on pipe rack. 

3.0 Sample Cans 

Approx1mately ~200 one 
quart cans conta1ning d1fferent 
alloys, slags, and ores to be 
classif1ed as toxic or non­
toxlc and d1sposed of. 

4.0 11 Super Sucker Dust 11 

Dust collected from rafters 
of plant 1n commerc1al vacuum 
cleaner and dumped 1n piles 
throughout yard area. 
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STATU-S 

1. 1 Comp 1 ete 
1.2 Complete 

1.3 Accrued costs and 
new est1mate. Sent to 
F. V. McM1llen 10/3/86. 

Asbestos removed from 
from UCAR freight 
elevator completed 
10/8/86. 

10 55-gallon drums and 
12 conta1ners of organ1cs 
to be removed by SCA 
Chenncal Waste. 

Complete 

ACTION 

A second test of 
a1rborn fiber con­
tent to be made about 
November 15th. 

COMPLTTTCYN--DATE 
Est. Actual 

11/30/86 

10/31/86 

7/11/86 

BUDGET 
Est. Acfual 
$/M $/M 

118 

61.8 

10 
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10/14/86 

PRDJECT STATUS ACTION COMPLETION DATE 

5.0 Fill 1n Lake 

Low area east of No. 5 Fee. 
Room collected ra1nfall and dls­
charge from L-Tec Plant. Drain 
and level. 

6.0 Remove Radioact1ve Waste 

Slag and contam1nated so1l 
from No. 30 Furnace (twenty 
55-gallon drums). Radioact1ve 
samples. 

7.0 Remove Rad1oact1ve Source 

Prev1ously used to calibrate 
X-ray equipment 1n VAl. 

8.0 Reclaim Elkem Property 

Hold over from 11 Tlger 11 pro­
Ject. UCC agreed to remove clay 
and backf1ll when State released 
property for unrestr1cted use. 
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Est. Actual 

Comp 1 ete 8/22/86 

Complete 9/19/86 

Complete 

Complete 8/15/86 

BUD-GET 
Est. Actua 1 
$/M $/~l 

6.4 

125 

18.3 
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PROJECT 

9.0 Term1nate L1censes 

9.1 210-0090 

Technology sources. 

9.2 950-0139 

Processing Columb1um 
Ores. 

9.3 955-0139 

Plant Sources. 

10.0 Patents 

Fimsh filings. 
Respond to Patent Examiners. 

11.0 Files 

11.1 Uran1um to Gr. Jet. 

11.2 V & W F1les 

11.3 Active Files to Gr.Jct. 
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STATUS 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

ACTION 

Jack Frost w1ll vis1t 
Niagara Falls before 
shipping. 

COMPLETION DATE 
Est. Actua 1 

8/15/86 

8/15/86 

8/15/86 

9/5/86 

8/14/86 

10/10/86 

BUDGET 
Est. Actua 1 
$/M $/M 
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10/14/86 

PROJECT 

12.0 Surplus Equipment 

13.0 Remove Stacks 

• 

Two stacks at old Boiler 
Room 1 n Ni aca t. 
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STATUS 

Sold approx1mately 
$3000 of equipment. 
Work1ng in conJunc­
tion with Investment 
Recovery. 

Complete. 

ACTION ----c-OMPfETION DATE -BUDGET 

Process1ng of several 
small orders 1n progress. 

Est. ---Actual Est. Actua 1 
$I M - ------p ~1 

7/24/86 4.4 


